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Introduction
Kogi State is very unique for numerous
reasons.A prominent one being the great
cultural diversity weaved deep into her
history, and the tales of her birth from
old Kwara and Benue State in 1991. Kogi
State is centrally located in Nigeria,
connecting the Federal Capital Territory
with the western and eastern parts of
Nigeria. She shares boundaries with a
total of 9 States and is naturally a transit
hub for business to other landlocked
States.
Despite the fact that the State is
abundantly blessed with both human and
natural resources, and has
witnessed diverse styles of governance in
its 31 years of existence, the State has
not experienced evident development.
This jinx however, was broken with the
emergence of His Excellency, Governor
Yahaya Bello.

The quest for a rapid
socio-economic
development made
Governor Yahaya Bello
birth a new and unique
Administration he called ''The New
Direction''. Overlooking tribal or
religious differences, he looked into the
problems of the State by carrying out
thorough research on what adversely
affected each Local Government per
thematic. Kogi State is very unique for
numerous reasons. A prominent one
being the great cultural diversity weaved
deep into her history, and the tales of her
birth from old Kwara and Benue State in
1991. Kogi State is centrally located in
Nigeria, connecting the Federal Capital
Territory with the western and eastern
parts of Nigeria. She shares boundaries
with a total of 9 States and is naturally a
transit hub for business to other
landlocked States.

Despite the fact that the State is
abundantly blessed with both human and
natural resources, and has witnessed
diverse styles of governance in its 31
years of existence, the State has not
experienced evident development. This
jinx however, was broken with the
emergence of His Excellency, Governor
Yahaya Bello.
The quest for a rapid socio-economic
development made Governor Yahaya
Bello bir th a new and unique
Administration he called ''The New
Direction''. Overlooking tribal or
religious differences, he looked into the
problems of the State by carrying out
thorough research on what adversely
affected each Local Government per

thematic.
These approaches were compiled into the
Blueprint which was designed for rapid
development of the State, and radical
empowerment of her People. His execution of
these policies, programmes and projects were
carried out in outstanding fashion per thematic.
The development of this policy document
addressing the nine (9) thematic areas of
Education, Health, Agriculture, Funding
Governance, Infrastructure, Human Capital
Development, Entrepreneurship and Youth
engagement, Security, and EBIGO, was
accomplished by the Administration gathering
teams of various knowledgeable and passionate
individuals.These thematic areas are in line with
the Sustainable Development Goals and are
pivotal to delivering positive change.
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The importance of the thematic areas of the New Direction Agenda in various Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies are incorporated in the life of this administration for delivery of the
dividends of Democracy. This is because the thematic areas clearly delineate government Policies,
Outcomes and Targets for the effective implementation of government programmes for the citizenry.

His Excellency, Governor Yahaya Bello, has shown with results that his achieved desire to govern was
not founded on a 'want to rule' but a need to solve crucial problems evident in the State. This has
brought the much needed succor to the citizens of Kogi State.
This series explores the condition in which the New Direction Administration met Kogi, and how much
impact the Administration has made on this journey to a Kogi State that was once believed to only be a
dream.

EDUCATION IN KOGI STATE:
THE NEW DIRECTION
EXPERIENCE

Tertiary/Vocational Education
The New Direction Administration under the
leadership of His Excellency, Governor Yahaya
Bello, carried out a thorough research on what
adversely affected each Local Government’s
performance in the Educational sector. He
developed broken down strategies that were
tailored to each Local Government’s unique
concerns. A holistic approach was adopted to
address these issues, providing solutions to
functionally advance the Conﬂuence State.
The importance of the thematic areas of the
New Direction Blueprint for the Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies are combined in the
life of this administration for delivery of the
dividends of Democracy. This is because the
thematic areas clearly delineate governments
Policies, Outcomes and Targets for the effective
implementation of government programmes for
the citizenry in Education for all.

To continually improve the quality
of education and enhance ICT skills
at all levels, in order to maximize
our Human Capital Resources.

The importance of Education to transform people’s lives cannot be over emphasized. The right
type of Education will transform society. The state wide survey carried out to gauge the
performance and current situation of the education sector in Kogi State threw up informative
ﬁndings. Among the sampled respondents, an overwhelming 97% of them conceded that
the sector had performed abysmally below expectations.
Government is therefore prioritizing investment in Education in order to deliver rapid and
sustainable improvements in the society. We have therefore taken note of our educational
sector from primary to tertiary level which will in turn lead to our collective prosperity.

THE OLD NORMAL
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Prior to the New Direction
Administration, there were poor
infrastructure and training facilities. The
school structures across the state were
in dilapidated states and in urgent need
of renovation to provide the needed
environment for learning.
There also was an observed inadequacy
in security for schools across the state.
This condition was not helped by the
state of uncertainty that plagued Kogi
State due to the high rate of crime. This
unfortunate mix made education at all
levels a dicey venture as students were
at a risk of falling victims to criminals in,
around, or on the way to school.
Poor training and retraining of the
teachers and other human resources
that would have ensured the standard of
education, adversely affected it. Upgrade

of the curricula being used, as well as an
inclusion of vocational studies was
necessary as there was an evident lack of
vocational centres for skill acquisition.
There was also a need for a liaison with
TETFUND with a view to access funding
for the educational sector.
Absence of proper Monitoring &
Evaluation in the basic and secondary
schools in the State.
Policy inconsistencies and lack of
programme implementation also
affected the overall performance of the
State in the education sector.

BASIC/SECONDARY EDUCATION

The New Normal
The New Direction Administration landmark
achievements include but are not limited to, the
establishment of Conﬂuence University of Science
and Technology (CUSTECH), Osara, in 2020; the
Remodelling of College of Nursing and Midwifery
Obangede; and the Construction of lecture theatres
at College of Education and Technical, Kabba.
Making the security of schools a priority, the
Governor Yahaya Bello-led Administration oversaw
projects that were aimed at making schools safer and
more secure through the installation of over 10
CCTV cameras and over 20 Giant halogen lights in
strategic of the College of Health Science and
Technology, Idah campus; Construction of security
houses/units at Kogi State Polytechnic, Lokoja and
Conﬂuence University of Science and Technology,
(CUSTECH), Osara; among others.
Education reform implies a continual effort to modify
and improve the institutions.This is achieved through
continual revaluation of the quality of the educators
and teaching environment. Training and re-training
workshops and seminars were conducted for Heads
of Institutions, Educational Administrators and
Quality Assurance department of the Ministry.
Diverse capacity building training workshops were
held for various categories in 2018, training School
managers of both public and private schools on
effective school management, quality assurance and
curriculum in February 2019, among others.
The Nigeria Korea Friendship Institute (NKFI),
Lokoja, was accredited by NBTE as a Vocational
Enterprise Institution in 2019. There also was
construction of Technology Incubation Centre to
increase the quality of Science, Technical and
Vocational Education and the reclassiﬁcation of 17
schools as Government Science Technical Colleges
(GSTC) and startup vocational skills Centers in 17
LGAs.

The remodelling of Kogi State Polytechnic
Lokoja was accomplished with support from
TETFUND. A number of projects were
executed:The construction and furnishing of
Academic Ofﬁce Block for School of
Engineering, Itakpe; Construction and
Furnishing of Classroom Blocks for School
of Engineering, Itakpe; Construction and
Furnishing of Laboratory Block;
Construction and Furnishing of Workshop
Building at School of engineering;
Construction of Walkways, Drainage and
ﬂowering at Itakpe; Drilling of Borehole and
provision of Water Storage Tanks at Itakpe;

Procurement of 1 16-Seater Toyota Hiace
Bus; Construction of 4 Blocks of Students
Toilets; Reconstruction of 522 meters of
main Entrance Road; 2018 Accreditation;
Construction of security house;
Construction of school clinic; and School
Landscaping.
The New Direction Administration
developed a robust monitoring and
evaluation framework through capacity
building, workshops for Area Education
Evaluators (AEE) and provision of ﬁnancial
and material resources to aid their activities.

State Education Law 2020 was signed
(assented) into law to ensure quality
assurance in education service delivery.
Policies are already in place to empower
School Based Management Committees
(SBMC) to function effectively in School
Management.
Increased in budgetary allocation for
education to 30% which was above
UNESCO 26% benchmark.
Full accreditation of programmes in all State
owned Tertiary Education Institutions.

the assumption of the New Direction
Administration.
The strides of the New Direction
Administration towards totally revamping
the face of the State’s educational sector and
their resulting impacts are indeed copious
and undeniable, and were all geared towards
ensuring that the end products of the
education system in the State are well
exposed, informed, and highly skilled
manpower that compete with the best not
just in the Country but globally. They are
truly far from fully exhausted in this writing.
For more detailed information on the new
face of education in Kogi State, visit .

Uninterrupted School Academic calendar in
all institutions from Basic to Tertiary, since

h ps://www.kogipedia.net/ministry%20of%20educa on/

